
  

We Welcome all those who have come to worship with us.  We pray that 
you will join us in understanding the gravity of our sins against God and be 
led to repent of them.  May we all receive God’s announcement that our 
sins have been forgiven through Jesus’ perfect life and innocent death on 
the cross.  What joyful news for all! 

If you are new to our church and have any questions about our services or are 
interested in learning more about the Scriptures, please speak to the pastor.  He 
will be happy to speak with you!  Please sign our guest book in the entryway. 
Come back and join us again!   

GRACE LUTHERAN  
CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

810 West 3rd Street, Valentine, Nebraska 69201 
 

Paul D. Nolting, Pastor; Andrew Roehl, Principal 
Candice Ohlmann, Louise Mayhew, Teachers 

 Kay Morrison, Assistant Teacher 

Congregation Chairman: Jake Ohlmann 

Elders: Dale Bernthal, Burnell Nieuwenhuis, Jerry Sharp 

www.valentinelutheran.com  -  402-376-3248 
Member: Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC) 

Word of Truth 

“I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart,  

and I will glorify Your name forevermore. “ Psalm 86:12 
 

6th Sunday after Easter 
May 21, 2023 

 

Musicians: Carol Ahrens, Jeanie Hoffman, Anna Maas, Louise Mayhew  
Videographers; Dale Bernthal; David Maas 

 Ushers Team D: Dale Bernthal, Jake Ohlmann 

VIDEO FEED: The church service may be viewed in the basement, if necessary. 

Pre-Service Meditation:  Psalm 27:1-3 NKJV 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked came against me 
to eat up my flesh, my enemies and foes, they stumbled and fell. Though an army 
may encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war may rise against 
me, in this I will be confident.  
 

Pre-Service Prayer: O LORD God, as I enter Your presence for worship on this last 
Sunday of the Easter Season, please, send Your Spirit to enlighten my mind, en-
large my heart, and enable my life. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 
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COMMUNION ORDER OF SERVICE 
Liturgy music: TLH p.15 

 

We Prepare to Meet Our Lord 

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS WHO WITH US GLORIES THE FATHER! 

Opening Prayer 

Hymn: “Oh, Sing with Exultation”                                                              The Lutheran Hymnal 217 

Our Confession of Sins and God’s Absolution 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.  

All:  O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 

miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended You. I justly 

deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment.  

But I am heartily sorry for my sins and sincerely 

repent of them. I pray that You would of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. All: 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

Pastor:  I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.” 

And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

All: 

All: 

Pastor:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. All: 
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We Praise Our Lord 

Bible Reading: Psalm 27:4-6 NKJV 

Pastor: One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I 

seek:  

All: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, to behold the beauty 

of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.  

P: For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His  

pavilion: 

All: In the secret place of His tabernacle He 

shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a 

rock.  

P: And now my head shall be lifted up above my       

enemies all around me: 

All: Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in 

His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing  

praises to the Lord.  

Object of Our Worship—God 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

forevermore.  Amen. 
Prayer for Mercy 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven 

Redeemed, restored, forgiven through Jesus’ precious blood, 

Heirs of His home in heaven, oh, praise our pard’ning God! 

Praise Him in tuneful measures who gave His Son to die; 

Praise Him whose sev’n-fold treasures  enrich and sanctify. 
WS 779   Setting ©1998 Concordia Publishing House 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352. 

P:  Let us pray. 

 Amen. 
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Our Lord Speaks to Us 
 

First Scripture Reading: Isaiah 32:14-20 ESV 

Life in this world is often a struggle. It certainly was 
in the times of Isaiah, and it remains so today.   
However, when the Spirit of God works within the 
hearts of the people of God there is great blessing! 
Let us strive to walk with God and pray that His  
Spirit will abide within our hearts! 

Second Scripture Reading: John 15:26-16:4 ESV 

Jesus promised to send His followers the “the    
Helper,” who is the Holy Spirit. He came on the first 
Pentecost and continues to come to dwell within 
our hearts, to protect us from misbelief, and to 
strengthen us amidst persecution. 

Our Confession of Faith in the Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by Whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

Whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
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I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead 
And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Hymn: “Lord, You Love the Cheerful Giver”                                 
Worship Supplement 788; Text: & Tune  public domain. Setting © 1986,  

GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-727352 
 

Sermon:  Text - 1 Peter 4:7-11 NKJV 

But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your 

prayers. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will 

cover a multitude of sin.” Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. As 

each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If 

anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all 

things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and 

the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

IN ALL THINGS GLORIFY GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST! 

Let us do so in our prayers, with fervent love, and as good stewards! 

 

We Offer Ourselves to Our Lord 
 

Offertory   (Psalm 51:10-12) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from Your presence, and 
take not Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore 
unto me the joy of Your salvation; and 
uphold me with Your free Spirit.  Amen. 

Offering 

Prayers 

All: 
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Our practice of close communion:  We believe that God desires unity of 
faith and confession among all who commune together as Paul expresses in 
1 Corinthians 10:17.  For this reason 
communicant members of Grace and of our 
sister congregations in the CLC (Church of 
the Lutheran Confession) are welcome at 
the Lord's Table.  If you are visiting us 
today, and have a desire to commune with 
us in the future, we ask that you first speak 
with our pastor about this at your 
convenience.  We practice close communion out of love for you and out of 
obedience to God’s Word (1 Corinthians 11).  Thank you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

  It is good and right so to do. 
 

Pastor:  It is truly fitting, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: . . .  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are 

full of Your glory; hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

He, blessed is He, blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!  (Isaiah 6:1-3) 

Pastor:  The Lord's Prayer  (Matt. 6:9-13) 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

 Amen.  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin 

of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You 

take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, the 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us Your 

peace.  Amen. 

All: 

All: 

All: 

All: 

All: 

Our Lord Gives Himself to Us 
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Communion Hymn: “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”              The Lutheran Hymnal 311 

Lord, Now Let Us Depart:  (Luke 2:29-32) 

  Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according to Your 

word. For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  which You have 

prepared before the face of all people. A light to lighten the Gentiles, 

and the glory of Your people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the 

Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, forevermore.  Amen. 

All: 

Our Lord Blesses Us 
 

Benediction    Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  “Hark! Ten Thousand Harps and Voices”  

The Lutheran Hymnal 221:1, 4-6 

All: 

Liturgy from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.  License 
#000014213.  Scripture labeled ESV is from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.  Used by permission.    
Scripture labeled NKJV is taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted service elements are in public domain. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352.  

West-Central Delegate Conference: The West-Central  
Delegate Conference of our CLC will meet this week at  
Trinity Lutheran Church in Watertown, SD. The conference 
will open at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday and conclude at 12:00 
noon on Thursday. David Maas and Dennis Ahrens will  
represent Grace. David will be presenting a paper on the 
Old Testament book of Esther, while Pastor Nolting will be 
preaching the sermon for the conference communion  
service. 

Two Notes from our Grace Church Treasurer: Treasurer 
David Maas reports the following on our Building Fund. A 
total of $180,904.37 has been received into the fund, 
while a total of $181,038.03 has been expended, leaving a 
small deficit of $133.66. He also reported to the last  
Council Meeting that while we have enjoyed budget surpluses for the past sever-
al years, our surplus has been reduced by approximately $1,500.00 each month 
of this fiscal year, leaving our congregational checkbook with a present balance 
of $5,116.75. The LORD has opened many doors for our ministry in recent years. 
Let us continue to support the ministry entrusted to us willingly, generously, and 
cheerfully! To God be the glory! 
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Weekly Calendar: May 21-28 

Today 8:00 a.m. Peace/St. Paul’s WORSHIP in Mission 

 8:05 a.m. 940 AM “Words of Grace” Radio Devotion 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Bible Study @ Grace 

 10:30 a.m. Grace WORSHIP in Valentine 

 11:40 a.m. Grace Special Voters’ Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. St. Paul’s Bible Study in White River 

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. West-Central Delegate Conference Begins 

Thursday 12:00 noon West-Central Delegate Conference Ends 

Friday 6:30 a.m. Family Breakfast Bible Study @ Grace 

 10:30 a.m. White River Nursing Home Bible Study 

Next Sunday 8:05 a.m.  940 AM “Words of Grace” Radio Devotion 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Bible Study @ Grace 

 10:30 a.m. Grace WORSHIP in Valentine 

 7:00 p.m. St. Paul’s/Peace WORSHIP in White River 

Fruits of Faith—May 21-26, 2023 

Peace—Worship Attendance: 8    Offering: $440.00 

St. Paul’s—Bible Class Attendance: 3   WRNH Bible Study Attendance: 11 

Grace—Worship Attendance: 50    Online Views: 9   Bible Class: 17 

   Sunday School: 8   Ascension Service: 21    Friday Family Bible Study: 5 

   General Fund: $,537.50            School Tuition: $800.00 

   Debt Retirement: $200.00        ILC Building Fund: $20.00 

   Preschool Tuition: $485.00       School Fund: $200.00 

Communion REGISTRATION: please register your attendance at this morning’s 
renewal gift of forgiveness. Sheet is in entryway. 

Grace Special Voters’ Meeting: Grace voters will meet today to 
discuss how best to meet our school staffing needs. School en-
rollment for this fall is 44, with 26 students in the lower grade 
classroom. Three options are possible: 1) Do nothing—meeting 
neither short or long range needs; 2) Call a full-time Aide for one 
year for the lower classroom—meeting short-range needs; or 3) 
Call a fourth full-time Teacher—meeting short and long-range 
needs. May the LORD guide our discussion and bless our decision 
as we strive to meet the needs of our growing school! 


