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Word of Truth
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” John 1:45 NKJV

Advent 4
December 18, 2022
Musicians: Carol Ahrens, Jeanie Hoffman, Anna Maas, Louise Mayhew
Videographers; Dale Bernthal; David Maas
Ushers Team A: Caleb Ohlmann, Jerry Sharp, Ethan Kranz

VIDEO FEED: For overflow, social distancing, or other reasons the church service
may be viewed in the basement.
Pre-Service Meditation: Psalm19:7-11 NKJV
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple; the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of
the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your
servant is warned, and in keeping them there is great reward.
Pre-Service Prayer: O LORD God, as I enter Your presence this morning for
worship send me Your Spirit to fill my mind with understanding, my heart with
faith, my lips with praise, and my life with faithfulness. In Jesus name I pray.

We Welcome all those who have come to worship with us. We pray that
you will join us in understanding the gravity of our sins against God and be
led to repent of them. May we all receive God’s announcement that our
sins have been forgiven through Jesus’ perfect life and innocent death on
the cross. What joyful news for all!
If you are new to our church and have any questions about our services or are
interested in learning more about the Scriptures, please speak to the pastor. He
will be happy to speak with you! Please sign our guest book in the entryway.
Come back and join us again!

COMMUNION ORDER OF SERVICE
Liturgy music: TLH p.15

We Prepare to Meet Our Lord
WELCOME IN THE NAME OF JESUS—GOD’S GOSPEL PROPHET!
Opening Prayer
Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”

The Lutheran Hymnal 62

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.
Our Confession of Sins and God’s Absolution

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord.

All:

Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8)

Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.”

All:

And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5)
All: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a
poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all
my sins and iniquities with which I have
offended You. I justly deserve Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for my sins and sincerely repent of
them. I pray that You would of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.
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We Praise Our Lord
Bible Reading: Psalm 19:1-4 NKJV
Pastor: The heavens declare the glory of God;

All: And the firmament shows His handiwork.
P: Day unto day utters speech,

All: And night unto night reveals knowledge.
P: There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.

All: Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words
to the end of the world. Glory be to God!
Object of Our Worship—God

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
forevermore. Amen.
Prayer for Mercy

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven

Redeemed, restored, forgiven through Jesus’ precious blood,
Heirs of His home in heaven, oh, praise our pard’ning God!
Praise Him in tuneful measures Who gave His Son to die;
Praise Him whose sev’n-fold treasures enrich and sanctify.
WS 779 Setting ©1998 Concordia Publishing House
Used by permission. All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352.

P: Let us pray.

All:

Amen.

Our Lord Speaks to Us
First Scripture Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 ESV
Paul urges us always to “rejoice in the Lord,” while
carrying all of our concerns to God in prayer,
knowing that God will send us His peace to “guard”
our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
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Second Scripture Reading: John 1:19-28 ESV
John the Baptizer here answers questions concerning his own identity and
ministry while pointing ahead to Jesus who would soon follow him as the
world’s Savior from sin.
Our Confession of Faith in the Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
Whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the resurrection of the dead
And the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn: “Once He Came in Blessing”

The Lutheran Hymnal 74

Sermon: Text - Deuteronomy 18:15-18 NKJV
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst,
from your brethren. Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the
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LORD your God at Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear
again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest
I die.’ And the LORD said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. I will raise up
for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words
in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall
be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will
require it of him.’”

THE ESSENCE OF ADVENT—A PROPHET FROM GOD!
Jesus is that prophet—a prophet...
I. ...to whom we can relate.
II. ...through whom we hear God’s
complete revelation.
III. ...whose message we must receive.

We Offer Ourselves to Our Lord
Offertory (Psalm 51:10-12)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of
Your salvation; and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

All:

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

All:

We lift them up unto the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

All:

It is good and right so to do.

Pastor: It is truly fitting, right, and beneficial that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: . . .
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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All:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of
Your glory; hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He,
blessed is He, blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna,
hosanna, hosanna in the highest! (Isaiah 6:1-3)
Pastor: The Lord's Prayer

(Matt. 6:9-13)

All:
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always!

All:

Amen. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, the Lamb of God, You
take away the sin of the world, grant us Your peace. Amen.

Our practice of close communion: We believe that God desires
unity of faith and confession among all who commune together as
Paul expresses in 1 Corinthians 10:17. For this reason communicant
members of Grace and of our sister
congregations in the CLC (Church of the
Lutheran Confession) are welcome at the
Lord's Table. If you are visiting us today,
and have a desire to commune with us in
the future, we ask that you first speak
with our pastor about this at your convenience. We practice close
communion out of love for you and out of obedience to God’s Word
(1 Corinthians 11). Thank you.
Communion Hymn: “O Lord, We Praise Thee”

The Lutheran Hymnal 313

Text Translation Copyright © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-727352

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”

The Lutheran Hymnal 314

Lord, Now Let Us Depart: (Luke 2:29-32)

All:

Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according to Your
word. For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have
prepared before the face of all people. A light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, forevermore. Amen.
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Our Lord Blesses Us
Benediction

All:

Amen. Amen. Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Worship Supplement 703.

Text &Tune: Public Domain.; Setting: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.
All rights reserved. ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352
Liturgy from The Lutheran Hymnal ©1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License
#000014213. Scripture labeled ESV is from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Scripture labeled NKJV is taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted service elements are in public domain.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-727352.

Grace Ladies Aid Christmas Party: The
Grace Ladies Aid will meet for their annual
Christmas Party this coming Tuesday,
December 20 at 6:30 p.m. Please bring a
“White Elephant” give, 20 cookies for a
cookie exchange, and an appetizer to
share. Be ready to enjoy the delayedfellowship of your sisters in Christ!
Christmas Eve Service: The Tri-Parish Children’s
Christmas Eve service will be held here at Grace
this coming Saturday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m.
Please plan to join us as 33 children share their
faith by retelling the Christmas account under
the theme: “The King Shall Come!”
Special Christmas Eve Offering: There will be no
regular offering on Christmas Eve. Rather, there will
be a special free-will offering dedicated to
improving the Grace School playground and recess
equipment. A collection plate will be placed at the
rear of the church.
Christmas Day Festival Service: Our Christmas Day
Festival Service will be held Sunday, December 25 at
10:30 a.m. Please join us as we consider the Christmas
account under the theme: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten!” There will be no Bible Class or Sunday School.
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Kinship in Need: As reported earlier this month,
Pastor V.S. Benjamin was called home to heaven.
Pastor Benjamin was the founder and head of
the CLCI (Church of the Lutheran Confession in
India and has been a partner in world missions
with us for thirty years. A request by the CLCI
was granted to help offset hospital, funeral, and
memorial service costs for Pastor Benjamin. Due
to the help provided, Kinship is now in need of
funds to replenish its account and continue to
provide help for orphans, widows, and seminary students. If you would
like to honor Pastor Benjamin’s kingdom service and continue Kinship’s
important work, your help would be most appreciated at this time.

Weekly Calendar: December 18-25, 2022
Today

8:05 a.m.

940 AM “Words of Grace” Radio Devotion

9:30 a.m.

Sunday School/Bible Study @ Grace

10:30 a.m. Grace WORSHIP in Valentine

3:00 p.m.

Devotion at Cherry Hills Estates

5:00 p.m.

Grace Fellowship Christmas Meal

Tuesday

6:30 p.m.

Grace Ladies Aid Christmas Gathering

Wednesday

3:10 p.m.

Grace Confirmation Class 1

4:00 p.m.

Grace Confirmation Class 2

6:30 a.m.

Family Breakfast Bible Study @ Grace

Friday

10:30 a.m. White River Nursing Home Bible Study
Saturday

6:00 p.m.

Tri-Parish Christmas Eve Service

Next Sunday

8:05 a.m.

940 AM “Words of Grace” Radio Devotion

9:00 a.m.

Christmas Day WORSHIP at Peace

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day WORSHIP at Grace

Fruits of Faith—December 11, 2022
Peace—Worship Attendance: 13

Offering: $650.00

St. Paul’s—Bible Class Attendance: 4

Grace—Worship Attendance: 52

Online Views: 7

Bible Class: 17

Sunday School: 10
General Fund: $2,797.00

Debt Retirement: $100.00
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