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Topic: Discipleship, Faith, Fruits of Faith

In the Name of Jesus!

Text: John 8:31-36
Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are
My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage
to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Most
assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave does not
abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you
free, you shall be free indeed.
In Christ Jesus, who has called us to discipleship and promises us His blessing, dear fellow
redeemed:
When you first hear the word “disciples” of whom do you think? I would imagine that most, if
not all of us here today at church, would think of Jesus and His twelve disciples. While it is true that
we speak of people in other areas outside of religion having disciples, for instance, in the area of
economics one might say that someone is a disciple of John Maynard Keynes or Milton Friedman—
two leading economists of the last century—still we tend to think of disciples in a religious context.
But what is a disciple? A disciple is a student or follower, generally, of a prominent teacher.
Jesus called His twelve disciples to follow Him, to learn from Him, and ultimately to proclaim His
teachings to a world lost in sin but redeemed by their Teacher’s precious blood. Through their
efforts and the inner working of the Holy Spirit, God created His holy Christian Church, which has
brought great blessing to our world throughout our New Testament period.
We, too, are Jesus’ disciples by virtue of our faith in His saving name. However, Satan is
always on the prowl, attempting to undermine our faith and to draw us away from our Savior—to
hinder us from truly following Jesus. His goal is to destroy our faith and prevent us from sharing it
with others or enjoying the fruits God so greatly desires to give us through it. It is in an effort to
overcome Satan’s assaults that we here at Grace have opened once again our Christian Day
School and installed a second teacher this morning. We want both to preserve and advance the
faith of our children, so that they might be faithful disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us,
therefore, this morning consider these familiar and powerful words of Jesus under this theme—
JESUS HAS CALLED US INTO DISCIPLESHIP! As His disciples we are encouraged to abide
in His Word; assured that we will know His truths; and blessed with the gift of His freedom!
I.
Jesus spoke these words early in the final year of His three-year ministry. It was a
challenging time for Jesus, because as John records a bit earlier in his Gospel: “From that time
(namely, from the time Jesus refused the crowds’ demands that He become their “bread” king)
many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.” (John 6:66) Jesus had no illusions
about the fact that disciples could and would fall away from following Him—a fact that ought to make
us sit up and pay attention. In fact, at one point, He asked His twelve disciples whether they, too,
intended to leave Him. (cf. John 6:67) He addressed the words of our text “to those Jews who believed
Him,” yet, as we see in our text, not even all of these were willing to remain Jesus’ disciples as He
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sought further to instruct them.
Discipleship comes at a cost, after all, and not everyone is willing to pay that cost! Part of that
cost is abiding in Jesus’ Word. That means taking the time to read that Word, making the effort to
understand that Word, and then being willing to apply that Word faithfully within one’s life. That
involves a certain amount of work and a willingness to place yourself at risk. What do I mean?
How much work is involved? It involves making your Bible reading and study of Scripture a
high priority in your life. Many people own Bibles, but very few of them, quite frankly, take the time to
read it and make the effort to study it. Do you have a set time in your daily schedule for Bible reading
and study? If you do not, then you will find yourself among those with very good intentions but with
very few results. I say this not to embarrass you, chastise you, or make you feel guilty. I am simply
stating a fact that I have experienced in my own life—a fact that can have dire, spiritual
consequences for any of our lives. If you do not have a set time each day to read and study your
Bibles, it will not get done and, unfortunately, many blessings will be sacrificed on the altar of good
intentions. Just as we prioritize eating, sleeping, exercise, or any other essential of good physical
health, we need to prioritize our time for Bible reading and study in order to secure good spiritual
health! That, again, is why in our Christian Day School time is scheduled for devotions, for Religion
Class, for memory work, and for hymnology. We want our children to read and study their Bibles!
But, what I do mean when I speak of risks? If you are willing to uphold Biblical truth in our
day, you will place yourself at risk. It was reported this week that Jack Phillips, the Colorado baker
sued for refusing to bake a specialty cake for a gay wedding, is once again being taken to court—
this time for refusing to bake a specialty cake for an individual celebrating his transition from being
male to female. If you voice your support for the Biblical concepts of marriage and sexuality in our
day, you will be labeled as a bigot. You may lose your job, or your business may face boycott.
Consider the troubles that faced the Cathy family who owns Chick-fil-A. After supporting the Biblical
concept of marriage some years ago, his restaurants were boycotted and certain cities threatened to
refuse to grant him permits to build restaurants in their communities. Jesus once said, “I send you
out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” (Matthew
10:16) But Jesus also said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My
Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father
who is in heaven.” (Matthew 10:32-33) We must remember to honor God and not to fear mere men!
Yes, JESUS HAS CALLED US INTO DISCIPLESHIP! As His disciples we are encouraged
to abide in His Word. That takes work and it may well place us at risk in our day, but the work and
the risks are well worth it, in view of the gifts God bestows upon us as faithful disciples!
II.
Secondly, as Jesus’ disciples we are assured that we will know His truths! We live in a
day which is described by many as being “post-modern.” Postmodernism is generally defined by an
attitude of skepticism and rejection of traditional ways of thinking. While postmodernism opposes
more than the Christian religion, it certainly opposes many of the truths and ideals God has revealed
and we by faith embrace—truths like the fact that there are such things as objective reality and
absolute truth—the fact that God has revealed a universal code of morality, and that all human
beings are subject to it and will one day stand before Him and be held accountable.
But how can we be certain? That certainty flows from faith, and that faith comes as the Spirit
of God works within our hearts as we read and study Jesus’ Word. “Faith (indeed) comes by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) God’s Word “is a lamp to my (our) feet and a
light to my (our) path.” (Psalm 119:105)
Jesus’ promise given here is so important and so comforting. The Bible does reveal the
identify and nature of the one, true God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It does reveal the
answers to the big questions we must all ask in order to live our lives with meaning, purpose, joy,
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hope, and confidence. Who are we? We are the special creations of God. (cf. Psalm 139:13-16) Why are
we here? We are here for a variety of purposes, but among them is glorifying our God (cf. Psalm 16, 86,
100), caring for this world (cf. Genesis 1:26), proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ (cf. Mark 16:15), and
encouraging one another in our faith and life (cf. Ephesians 4:11-16). What does our future hold for us?
Here in this world, it will involve many different things, for we are all called to different places and to
serve in different ways, but we can say that our God loves each of us and will be with all of us as we
fulfill our respective callings (cf. Matthew 28:20). But our eternal future will have a common end, for the
Bible assures us that a “crown of righteousness” will be given to every one of Jesus’ disciples who
have “loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8) My dear friends, JESUS HAS CALLED US INTO
DISCIPLESHIP! As His disciples we are encouraged to abide in His Word. We are assured
that we will know His truths!
III.
Finally, as Jesus’ disciples we are blessed with the gift of His freedom! After
encouraging us as disciples to abide in His Word and promising that, if we do so abide, we will know
the truth, Jesus promises that His truth will make us free. This is a marvelous promise! The ironic
thing is that if you do not have faith, or if your faith is weak and uninformed, the marvelous promise
will hold little or no meaning. For you see, people without faith seldom realize they lack genuine
freedom, while people with a weak and uninformed faith simply assume they are free, but their
freedom lacks joy and vigor!
Consider the response of the people in our text who are described as “believers,” but who
object to Jesus’ words. They objected to Jesus’ suggestion that they were not free. They were, after
all, “Abraham’s descendants” and had “never been in bondage to anyone.” Now, that statement in
and of itself is wrong, for the Jews in Jesus’ day were “in bondage” to Rome, but what Jesus went
on to explain was that by nature every human being is enslaved by Satan through his or her sin.
Until Jesus sets a person free, and that can only happen when the Spirit leads a person to confess
his or her sins and instills within that person’s heart faith, that person remains enslaved and knows
no true freedom. A person with a weak and uninformed faith, may well be free in view of God’s
forgiveness, but living without the joy, hope, and confidence that God desires His believing children
and disciples of His dear Son to have!
True freedom means that we are not bound by sin or Satan, nor overcome by fear of the
present or the future, including the approach of death. True freedom means that the fruits of the
Spirit are flowing into our hearts and manifest in our lives—love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (cf. Galatians 5:22-23) True freedom involves freedom
from worry, so that we can truly focus our attention on the work God has given us to do as a help to
our neighbors. True freedom means that we are free to love, to serve, to rejoice, to praise, to live
wholly as unto the Lord!
Indeed, JESUS HAS CALLED US INTO DISCIPLESHIP! As His disciples we are
encouraged to abide in His Word; assured that we will know His truths; and blessed with the
gift of His freedom! May we prove faithful to our calling to the glory of God, for the benefit of those
among whom we live, and for our own joy and blessing. Amen.
--Pastor Paul D. Nolting
To God alone be glory!
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the New King James Version®.
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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